The hand is so important a part of the human anatomy, it has played so large a part in the evolution of the human race, and has so largely contributed to 
Gout. Rheumatism. Rheumatoid Arthritis. (Fig. 3) which I took from a young woman with rheumatoid arthritis.
In the other cases, except where actual tophaceous deposits were visible, we had to rely rather on probabilities than certainties for diagnosis. In the case represented by Fig. 3 The hands may exhibit marked changes in rickets, which in rare cases may simulate some of the former diseases; but an examination of the rest of the body will generally readily afford the data for a diagnosis.
7.
In leontiasis ossea (Virchow) the hands may be affected ; but for diagnostic purposes the changes are unimportant.
8. Nodosities of the fingers have been noted in connection with dilatation of the stomach.
I do not pretend to have exhaustively treated even one aspect of the subject, and I have left untouched the clubbed fingers of emphysema, abnormal and extra digitation, Dupuytren's contraction, Raynaud's disease in connection with rheumatism, and all the thousand and one things that crowd to one's mind when it is allowed to rest on a subject. I hope that this paper, which is rather of the nature of a sketch than a finished study, will tend to stimulate and systematise observation of these interesting cases.
NOTE ON THE BACILLUS OF RHEUMATOID ARTHRITIS.
As the foregoing paper bears so largely on the question of the differential diagnosis of Rheumatoid Arthritis and the other " rheumatic diseases," it was suggested to me that I should give a short resume of the subject of the Bacillus of Rheumatoid Arthritis, concerning which an article by Dr. Bannatyne, Dr. Blaxall, and myself appeared in the Lancet of April 25th. Coverslip preparation of synovial fluid from the knee of a patient stiffering from Rheumatoid Arthritis.
